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___________________________

Regular Meeting

St. Louis, MO
 April 1, 2010
MINUTES
The Special Administrative Board of the Transitional School District of the City of St. Louis met on the date noted beginning at 6:00PM, in Room 108 of the Administrative Building, 801 N. 11th Street, St. Louis, MO 63101.

ROLL CALL
Present:  Ms. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan
The Board and audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

STUDENT RECOGNITION
The Spirit of Excellence Award was presented to Henry Hellmuth, a senior at Metro Academic and Classical High School. Henry is the recipient of a $10,000 EcoLife scholarship.  The scholarship is awarded to students who demonstrate an interest in business, science and preserving earth’s natural resources.  Henry has a 3.6GPA and a ACT score of 28.  He also has been accepted into five universities for which he applied and completed 225 community hours in the Food Outreach program.
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were three public comments.

· Parent Elaine Mahood requested that the Board reconsider their position to end the Harp Program at Carr Lane and Central Visual and Performing Arts Schools.  Ms. Mahood believes that this program hold significant value to the District and cited examples to support her request. 
Superintendent Adams will follow-up on Ms. Mahood’s reporting for he was not aware of the program’s conclusion.
· Mr. Ray Cummings presented his concerns as a taxpayer and not as a representative of Local 420.  Mr. Cummings expressed that he was extremely disenchanted with the opening of the Charter Visual and Performing Arts High School in Grand Center.  Mr. Cummings noted that the Charter will offer the same services as the District’s Central and Visual Performing Arts High School and, therefore is a waste of taxpayers’ dollars not to mention the possibility of the Charter attracting some of SLPS’ students.    He feels that the Charter should provide different services other than the District, since it will open.
· Ms. Mary Armstrong, spoke as President of Local 420.  Ms. Armstrong too, was dismayed with the opening of the Charter  Visual and Performing Arts High School.  She communicated she had spoken with the Governor’s Assistant and expressed opposition in the opening of the Charter for their services are a duplication of the District’s services.  If SLPS’ students are drawn to the Charter, dollars will be lost as well.  
She also stated that a Bill is being heard for the creation of a Charter at the Ranken Technical Schools as an alternative school for drop-out students.   She encouraged Board Members to be more outspoken as these Charters arise in the City of St. Louis for the District has viable programs producing great results with our students.    

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
On a motion by Ms. Adams, and seconded by Mr. Gaines on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve the January 14, 2010, January 26, 2010, February 11, 2010 and February 26, 2010 Open Minutes as well as the March 11, 2010 Special Meeting Minutes.
Aye:  Ms. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Announcements

· Elementary and middle school students will begin MAP testing this week.  Results will be available in August.      
· The District will be closed Friday, April 2, 2010 in observance of Good Friday/Easter Holidays.
    Information Items
· Dan Edward and William Parker presented a status report on Achievement Commitment and Excellence (ACE) and Innovative Pathways.  


The inception of ACE began in the 07/08 school year with the Drop-Out Recovery Program followed by the Credit Recovery Program  The Drop-Out Recovery Program was designed to recruit that student population that dropped out of school to support and encourage these students to  achieve their high school diplomas.     

The Credit Recovery Program represents students that are lacking graduation credits.  The program has flourished with an enrollment of 240 students per semester.  There are six (6) locations that house the ACE learning centers.  Requests from principals are ongoing to establish a center at their site.  

Innovative Pathways, Phase III of ACE, is an alternative educational resource to support those students who struggle with learning and behavioral challenges as well as students who are supported by the juvenile courts.  Students are assigned to locations based on individualized history, identified needs and available resources to meet those needs.  Students are returned to their respective home schools as they demonstrate consistent and significant improvement.   An indicator of the program’s success is those drop-out students who progressed towards graduation attaining their high school diplomas.  These students are included in the District’s graduation rate and are counted with the home school the following year.    


In respects to increasing the number of ACE centers, Mr. Sullivan asked if additional


slots will be required.


Dr. Edwards advised that a thorough examination is needed before a definitive answer is given. But added, the credit recovery aspect would be beneficial to the senior population, where in some cases, graduation would be ensured.                                                                                                                                                                       
· Paula Knight provided a status report on the Zoological Metropolitan District Partnership.  This partnership is an inclusive school based effort with 6-7 St. Louis agencies that focus on science instruction that is instituted in seven (7) elementary schools as a baseline to improve students’ test scores.  Four goals along with measurement tools have been developed to continue alignment with the expected outcome of the partnership. Parent participation has exceeded expectations in weekend activities.  Two areas of improvement for the upcoming year have also been identified.
· The Food Service report was presented by Director Althea Albert-Santiago.  Mrs. Santiago reported an increase of 96% to completed free/reduced lunch applications. This increase suggests a positive impact relative to funding as the District goes forth.  

Mrs. Santiago also reported for the elementary school locations, “breakfast in the classroom” is being explored to accommodate transportation delays  where students will be served breakfast.  To increase breakfast participation District-wide, a location has been identified for a “heat and serve” meal next school year.    She continued that twenty-two (22) schools have vegetable gardens in place with healthy food choices. 

Considering the improved percentage of free/reduced applications reported in previous months, Mr. Sullivan requested a list of staffers who worked diligently at this task of assuring completion of the application for the Board would like to recognize and commend their efforts.  

Per Superintendent Adams, staff will attend the next scheduled meeting.  
  Business Items
  Consent Agenda

Superintendent Adams requested item number 04-01-10-09, approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with Mark Twain Community Resource Center be pulled from the April 1, 2010 Consent Agenda Items. 

On a motion by Mr. Gaines, and seconded by Ms. Adams, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to approve the April 1, 2010 consent agenda items with the exception of item 04-01-10-09 which was removed from the agenda.
Aye:  Ms. Adams, Mr. Gaines, Mr. Sullivan 
04-01-10-01
The purchase of 12 LCD projectors from SRC, Inc. to be used at 12 elementary schools in the Let Freedom Ring program in an amount not to exceed $7,658.94. This is a social studies program that emphasizes the use of original documents and sources in instruction and student research.

04-01-10-02
The purchase of 12 laptop notebooks and video security console cabinets through the Statewide Contract for PC Prime Vendor Services to be used at 12 elementary schools in the Let Freedom Ring program in an amount not to exceed $15,623.40.   This is also a social studies program that emphasizes the use of original documents and sources in instruction and student research.

04-01-10-03 
The purchase and installation of an outdoor signage for Central VPA from Alder Custom Signworks in an amount not to exceed $6,075.23.  The sign will be used as an informational tool for parents, students and community.   

04-01-10-04 
The purchase of 9 multi-bay battery chargers through the Statewide Contract for PC Primer Vendor Services for Carnahan High School in an amount not to exceed $16,650.  The purchase will ensure that classroom learning is not disturbed due to battery power interruption.   

04-01-10-05 
The purchase of 4 smartboards from Schiller’s Camera and Video for Buder Elementary School in an amount not to exceed $5,196.  Providing improved technology in the classroom will allow student to receive more effective instruction.  

04-01-10-06
A sole source purchase of fiction and non-fiction reading books from Delaney Educational Enterprises, Inc. for Stix Early Childhood Center.  The purchase will allow students to have the level book choice and to use in teachers’ reading groups.   

04-01-10-07
A sole source contract with North St. Louis Arts Council to provide photography classes to six 21st Century After School locations for the period March 10, 2010 through May 30, 2010 at a cost not to exceed $7,500.  The services will provide students a career choice in photography.   
04-01-10-08 
A  Memorandum of Understanding with Bon Appétit to provide school to work transition training for Nottingham special education students for the period July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011.  Students will be placed in a volunteer/paying position after successfully completing the program.  

04-01-10-09 
(Withdrawn) To approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Mark Twain Community Resource Center to provide workforce development and youth service programs to at least 35 adults and  35 students for the period April 2, 2010 through April 2, 2011.  The partnership is with Ford Community Education Full Service School.

04-01-10-10 
A Memorandum of Understanding with Lumina Counseling Center to provide therapeutic counseling services for the period April 2, 2010 through April 2, 2011.  The program’s goals are to assist students in how to respond appropriately to daily stressors and/or unforeseen situations thereby reducing behavioral incidents in school.  

04-01-10-11 
(Tabled for Special Meeting) To approve a contract with Unicom Arc, Inc. to design and implement a Community Engagement Program to receive public comments and input on a Facilities Improvement Plan for the period March 2010 through August 2010 at a cost not to exceed $80,000.  

BOARD MEMBER UPDATE(S)

SAB Member Richard Gaines was recognized for being inducted into the Vashon High School Hall of Fame.  The ceremony will take place Sunday, May 2, 2010 at Vashon in the Julius C. Dix Auditorium.  Staff, audience and alike were encouraged to support Mr. Gaines in his celebratory induction.

ADJOURNMENT

At 7:09 PM, there being no further business before the Board in open session, on the following roll call vote, the Board voted to adjourn.


Aye:  
Ms. Adams, Mr. Sullivan
Absent:  Mr. Gaines departed at the conclusion of Board Member Update(s) due to a prior commitment. 
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